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ment of Science by declaring that the world was near-
ing the limit of wheat production and that by 1931 the
bread-eaters, the Caucasians, would have to turn to
other grains or restrict their population while the rice
and millet eaters of Asia would continue to increase.
Sir William was laughed at then as a sensationalist.
He was, but his sensations were apt to prove true and it
is already evident that he was too near right for com-
fort. Before we were half way to the date he set we
had two wheatless days a week, though that was be-
cause we persisted in shooting nitrates into the air.
The area producing wheat was by decades:1
THE WHEAT  FIELDS OF THE WORLD
Acres
1881-90    ........................192,000,000
1890-1900    ....................211,000,000
1900-10    ........................242,000,000
Probable limit...................300,000,000
If 300,000,000 acres can be brought under cultivation
for wheat and the average yield raised to twenty bush-
els to the acre, that will give enough to feed a billion
people if they eat six bushels a year as do the English.
Whether this maximum is correct or not there is evi-
dently some limit to the area which has suitable soil
and climate for growing wheat, so we are ultimately
thrown back upon Crookes's solution of the problem;
that is, we must increase the yield per acre and this
can only be done by the use of fertilizers and especially
by the fixation of atmospheric nitrogen. Crookes esti-
11 am quoting mostly Unstead's figures from the Geographical Jour-
nal of 1913. See also Dickson'g "The Distribution of Mankind/' in
Smithsonian Report, 1913.